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College Main Closure Permanent: 
Yay or Meh? 

It is has been rumored for nine months or so that the City of College Station and TX -
DOT had some fresh plans for restructuring Northgate traffic, especially at the corner 
of University and Houston.  Late last month the City Council made it official, announc-
ing plans to permanently close Houston St. north of University to Church St.  That 
block is closed down temporarily on weekend nights already, but this move not only 

makes the closure permanent but completely alters the lay of the land upon Northgate.  
 
A quick perusal of this Youtube video linked at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qjq8vdn7pWc  will show 
you the total plan, but in a nutshell there will be no more street parking on University, Houston St. will be 
�F�O�R�V�H�G���I�U�R�P���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���W�R���V�R�X�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���$�	�0���S�R�V�W���R�I�I�L�F�H���Z�L�W�K���D���Q�H�Z���H�Q�W�U�D�Q�F�H���W�R���+�R�X�V�W�R�Q���6�W�����E�X�L�O�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���$�	�0�·�V��
�Q�R�U�W�K�H�D�V�W�H�U�Q�P�R�V�W���G�R�U�P���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J�����D���V�W�R�S�O�L�J�K�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�H�G���D�W���%�R�\�H�W�W���6�W�����Z�L�W�K���D���U�H�D�O�L�J�Q�H�G���H�Q�W�U�D�Q�F�H���L�Q�W�R���$�	�0�·�V��
�/�R�W���������D�W���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���V�W�R�S���V�L�J�Q�V���D�W���W�K�H���I�R�R�W���R�I���W�K�H���U�D�P�S�V���R�Q�W�R���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���I�U�R�P���:�H�O�O�E�R�U�Q���5�G�������7�K�D�W�·�V���D��
�S�U�H�W�W�\���O�D�U�J�H���X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�Q�·�W���E�H�J�L�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���U�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���X�Q�W�L�O�������������D�W���O�H�D�V�W�� 
 
What does all of that gain Northgate?  Well, it does make for a wider sidewalk area in front of the bars and 
�U�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W�V�������,�·�P���Q�R�W���V�X�U�H���W�K�H���V�H�W�E�D�F�N���L�V���H�Q�R�X�J�K���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W���H�Q�W�U�D�Q�F�H�V���W�R���D�O�O�R�Z���I�R�U���V�P�R�N�L�Q�J�����E�X�W���L�W���Z�L�O�O���D�O�O�R�Z��
for some outdoor seating.  It would also provide a larger buffer between pedestrians and traffic on University.  
�7�K�H�� �G�U�X�Q�N�� �J�L�U�O�V�� �,�� �V�H�H�� �W�H�H�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� ���µ�� �K�H�H�O�V�� �D�I�W�H�U�K�R�X�U�V�� �R�Q�� �1�R�U�W�K�J�D�W�H�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �Z�R�U�U�\�� �P�H���� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �L�Q�� �I�U�R�Q�W�� �R�I��
�/�R�X�S�R�W�V�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�G�H�Z�D�O�N�� �L�V�� �P�D�\�E�H�� ���·�� �Z�L�G�H�� �D�W�� �P�R�V�W���� �� �,�·�P�� �V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�G�� �R�Q�H�� �K�D�V�Q�·�W�� �V�W�X�P�E�O�H�G�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�U�D�I�I�L�F�� �I�D�W�D�O�O�\��
yet.  
 
What it will also do is make it more difficult for delivery trucks to keep the Northgate bars and restaurants 
stocked, make vehicle traffic even more fucked -up at night and make it more difficult for north -south traffic to 
flow.  Yes, you can still drive down to Nagle or Boyett to avoid the College Main closure but it will indeed be 
another hassle, not just for cars but also for the university buses.  Businesses along College main have had 
mixed response to the plan, while university officials are thrilled, citing pedestrian safety as a priority.  Of 
course, that will instead make Boyett and University the hotspot for accidents.  
 
�,�� �D�P���P�L�[�H�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �Q�H�Z�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q���� �� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �L�V�� �G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W�� �W�R�� �P�D�Q�H�X�Y�H�U�� �D�V�� �L�W�� �L�V�� �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�� �D�O�O�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���� �� �,�·�P��
sure it will definitely make for a better pedestrian experience, but at the expense of traffic flow.  It will be 
aesthetically pleasing, and the sidewalks will definitely feel less cramped.  It might make Northgate feel more 
�O�L�N�H���W�K�H���G�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q���G�R�H�V�Q�·�W���U�H�D�O�O�\���K�D�Y�H�������$�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H�����,���W�K�L�Q�N���L�W���L�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H���D���K�X�J�H���K�D�V�V�O�H��
for all those business owners down there who already have trouble receiving stock shipments.  Where are 
those trucks going to park?  In the turning lane in the middle of University?  Sounds even more dangerous 
�W�K�D�Q���E�H�I�R�U�H�������,�·�P���V�X�U�H���L�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���I�L�J�X�U�H�G���R�X�W�����E�X�W���L�W���J�L�Y�H�V���W�K�R�V�H���R�I���X�V���Z�K�R���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���D�Y�R�L�G���1�R�U�W�K�J�D�W�H���M�X�V�W���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��
reason to continue to stay away from that part of town as much as possible �³ KELLY MINNIS 
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