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Editorial bored 
Kelly Minnis - Kevin Still 

 

Art Splendidness 
Katie Killer - Wonko The Sane 
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On the Interwebz 
http://www.979represent.com 

 

Emails to 
redchapterjubilee@yahoo.com 

 
Materials for review & bribery can be sent to: 

979represent 
15530 creek meadow blvd. n. 

College station, tx 77845 

979Represent is a local magazine 
for the discerning dirtbag. 

Fest the right way 

I look up this year and realize that we are on 
our ninth iteration of LOUD!FEST.  Nine 
times we’ve invited a fuck-ton of bands to 

Bryan/College Station to have a fun rockunroll weekend 
like no other.  To play a “festival” but not one that costs 
$100+ to get into, that requires you to bring binoculars 
so you can see the stage from behind thousands of 
hipsters who are more interested in being seen seeing 
bands than to actually see the bands, to pay $10 for a 
bottle of water, and to really wish you’d driven anywhere 
else to see the one or two bands you most wanted to 
see at a club instead. 
 
Or if you’re a band, you know what playing these shows 
is often like.  You play at 6AM before anyone is there, 
your pay is “exposure”, no one feeds you, no one gets 
you drunk, no one lets you crash at their place, no one 
pays attention to you because wherever you are playing 
isn’t where anyone else really wants to be.  Or, more 
acutely, if you have ever played any of the local festivals 
that have happened in the last 10 years or more, like 
Northgate Music Festival, Rock The Republic, Texas 
Reds, etc. where you were booked at the last minute, or 
onstage again at a shitty, compromised time, or they 
promised to pay you and never did, or if they did pay you 
it was much less than promised...you get the picture.  
Festivals are as much a pain in the ass to play as they 
are to attend. 
 
So why is LOUD!FEST different?  Because the four of us 
who run the festival are really stupid.  We give B/CS 
fans more than 40 bands over the course of three nights 
on three stages for only $5.  There has been a lot of 
argument in the Houston music scene recently about $5 
for a local show not keeping up with the cost of living 
and that if you value yourself higher then people will 
value you higher, whatever.  I figure $5 was good 
enough for Fugazi, so $5 is good enough for us.  And 
thanks to some help from our local business sponsors, 
we can keep the admission fee down to heroic 1989 
levels and still make sure the out-of-town bands still get 
paid more than they’d get paid at their $10 cover show 
in Houston.  We all get to see tons of great bands for  
cheap and have a great time.  The bands get to play for 
audiences that actually want to be there, aren’t jaded, 
and actually buy merchandise.  The bands get fed, they 
get free beer, we find a place on the floor for them at our 
houses.  Most importantly, they feel like they are part of 
a community and have a blast playing in such a positive 
atmosphere.   
 
It is why LOUD!FEST continues to be so successful year 
after year.  It’s so cheap you can’t afford NOT to go, it’s 
so much fun for bands that they all vie for a spot on the 
schedule.  People have started coming from all over 
Texas to attend LOUD!FEST and bands have started 
building in a hole in their summer tours just in case they 
can make a booking here.  It’s become a small big deal.  
That is all thanks to Matt and Niki Shea, who helped to 
rebuild the B/CS scene from the ashes left over after the 
downfall of the ‘90s scene.  Thanks to Michael Scar-
borough for being a tireless promoter, live soundperson, 
graphic designer, web designer, and everything else that 
needs doing to keep the festival together.  The four of 
us are very proud to bring you year nine, with more 
bands than ever.  Hopefully you’ve taken the weekend 
off of work and booked a spa visit for the week after-
ward, I know I have! — KELLY MINNIS 
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