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These are words an eyewitness claims to
have heard uttered upon arrest by Robert
Lewis Dear, the man who walked into a
Colorado Springs Planned Parenthood late last month

and shot up the place, killing three and injuring nine. It

is the latest salvo in the Culture Wars that have continu-
ously ebbed and flowed in the wake of the Roe Vs.
Wade decision in 1975 to make abortion a legal service
nationwide. This is not a question of whether one sup-
ports a womanc¢s constitutio
choose abortion or does not, it is about the semantics

of the argument, the disinformation willfully batted
around by politicians and media figures, and the digital
divide at the social media level that continues to pit
citizen against citizen in a fruitless and uncivilized dis-
course. It is time for that divide to be bridged, and a

line drawn in the sand that both sides of the issue will
recognize, respect, and absolutely refuse to cross.
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Let us begin with the disinformation. Videos surfaced
earlier this year filmed by The Center for Medical Pro-
gress. The videos were recorded in secret featuring
actors hired to discover what happens to fetal tissue
gathered from abortions. The videos allege that
Planned Parenthood sells the tissue to companies for
research. The truth is slightly different. In some states
it is legal for researchers to obtain discarded tissue.
Most states it is not legal. In the states that it is legal,
the nonprofit organizations that conduct stem cell
research and other medical research take the discarded
tissue and donate in-kind for its use. The donation is
not required for the tissue. THIS IS NOT AN EXCHANGE
OF MONEY FOR GOODS. However, the CMP has a politi-
cal agenda and has edited their videos to disseminate
incorrect information to further their political agenda of
defunding Planned Parenthood in a back drawer at-
tempt to make abortion procedures impossible to ac-
cess. Many factfinding organizations have debunked
the factuality of these videos, yet many continue to cite
these videos as 100% fact. This misinformation has
been used by conservative politicians nationally to fuel
a largely successful campaign to defund Planned Par-
enthood. Texas ran with the misinformation, and our
local Planned Parenthood office was shut down as a
result. Republican presidential candidate Carly Fiorina
has most famously used her viewing of the videos as a
call to arms to end Planned Parenthood and eventually
abortion. It is a call that apparently Robert Lewis Dear
answered. Fiorina is not directly responsible, but the
politicizing of misinformation is.

The New York Times reported on an elderly man seen
wandering around outside of the Colorado Springs
Planned Parenthood during the blockade. The shooter
could not get entirely inside the building so the death

toll is a lot smaller than it could have been. This elderly

ma n ¢ syeaBdld wife was inside for a checkup. The
couple are on Medicare and Planned Parenthood pro-
vides his wife with inexpensive ob/gyn care. She got out
okay. This is the type of patient Planned Parenthood
sees 97% of the time. Someone there for other services
beyond abortion. These are the patients who suffer at

the hands of the misinformation campaign more so

than the abortion doctors or those seeking abortions.
People Iike your grandmot he
got knocked upC. It is ti m
culture war divide to stop the politicization of misinfor-
mation about Planned Parenthood. It hurts people far
outside of that debate. § KELLY MINNIS



