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Vive le record store

| love record stores. | love the musty smell. |
love browsing through stacks and stacks of
wax, flipping through the albums until | find
one a title on my want list, or a cool cover, or even an
LP that | want to goof on. | always pull the record out,
FKHFN WKH FRQGLWLRQ RI WKH YLQ\
an insert or the sleeve inside is an insert sleeve versus
just a plain paper or plastic dust jacket. If the record
costs too much (and sadly it often does these days) | put
LW EDFN ,I LWEV SULFHG FORVH WR
FDUU\ DURXQG WKH VWRUH 2QFH ,EY
| have to decide what | keep and what goes back in the
pond for some other record collecting fool to snag. It
never fails. This is my routine.

I recall vividly the first time | ever set foot in a real
record store. My parents were still married so it was
sometime in 1981. My brother had received his first
FDVVHWWH SOD\HU WKH &KULVWPDV
our dad buying us each a tape. My brother bought The
Go-*REV (DW 7R WKH %HDW ERXJKW
Eyes. It was at WaxWorks in Owensboro, KY, when it
was at its original location, a converted fast food restau -
UbQw %HIRUH WKLV DQ\ RI WKH
K-Mart or Wal-Mart, never from a real record store. It
ignited the fuse that still burns to this day.
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At 15 | would ride the #3 Meridian/West End bus into
Nashville so I could shop at the Great Escape, and then
walk over from there to Tower Records. | loved used
record stores even more than the new ones. Though |

also liked drug stores for scoring cutout cassettes. There
were exits between my first post -marital home in Ash-
land, OR and my nrODZVE ZD\ QRUWK RI 6|
NQHZ KHOG FHUWDLQ UHFRUG VWRUH
remember where every record came from. Even the
ones | had before the Great Purge of 2005, when my
firing from my job as a radio producer forced me to sell

P\ WXUQWDEOH DQG P\ /3 DQG
Smithereens 11? From Record City in Las Vegas. That
667 SUHVVLQJ RI 'LQRVDXU -UEV %X
Price Books in College Station before it moved from
Texas Ave. That weird repressing of the first Police and
Klark Kent singles? $2 each at a record store that was
part of the same co-op my band played at in Denver. |
could tell you this story for the 1500 that are gone, and |

can tell you the same for the nearly 2000 | have now.

Ever since | was a child | loved records. My family loves

WR WHOO VWRULHV RQ PH DERXW KR
the way other children play with toys. | would write
VRQJ O\WULFV RQ WKH LQVLGH RI P\ FK
destroyed our bedroom with my badminton racket
JXLWDU ZKLOH OLVWHQLQJ WR P\
would wander the streets of my hometown before dawn
on a stolen ten-speed, listening to my Walkman, riding
aimlessly. | drive long distances around Texas with the
band and love being able to just listen to music. It is my
first love, the one that contin -ues to sustain me 40 years
later, as | know it will for 40 or so more.
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The record store is the temple for that love. Sure, you

can buy ANYTHING you want on the internet and even
GRZQORDG LW LQVWDQWO\ EXW WKt}
WKRVH FUDWHV VWXPEOLQJ RQ D UH
your whole life and having it just fall into your hands.
IRWKLQJ OLNH VHHLQJ FRRO WKLQJV
heard about for decades but have never seen in person.
5HFRUG VWRUHV UXOH ,W VDGGHQV
one in Brazos County, but Half Price Books and Hastings
gets me through, as do frequent Austin/Houston trips.

Just reminiscing a bit about the profound impact of
UHFRUG VWRUHV RQ \RXUV WUXO\ 1
Record Store Day.CKELLY MINNIS



