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The death of the ipod  

Last month a little bit of news out of Culper City was 
swept under the rug during Applećs big announce-
ment of the new range of iPhones and the iWatch 

thingy.  Apple had announced the end of the iPod Classic line.  
Meaning that Apple would no longer make any high capacity 
portable devices.  I nearly cried.  
 
You see, Ićm an old school iPod devotee.  Ićve owned countless 
iPods since Apple began supporting Windows for iTunes in 2004.  
My first iPod wouldnćt carry a charge for more than an hour at a 
time and had to be plugged in all the time, sported a paltry 20GB 
of memory and had a row of buttons above the signature click 
wheel.  For the past six years Ićve owned a couple of different 
160GB iPod Classics.  These are a compromise for me, as my 
music collection is far greater than 160GB.  But I can carry 
around a good portion of my favorite music everywhere I go in a 
package thatćs smaller than a cassette tape.  Who knows how 
many iPods have sold over the years, but the number has to be in 
the hundreds of millions.  It seems sad that such a vital piece of 
technology that was so personal to so many people will now 
grace the dungheap of castaway technology, but thatćs how 
capitalism works, no?  Newer and better tech has rendered the 
old school iPod obsolete.   
 
Or has it? 
 
It occurred to me a few years ago that Apple was no longer 
updating the iPod Classic.  Storage for the line topped out at 
160GB but I know that Toshiba has had a 250GB iPod compatible 
hard drive available for five years now.  Why hadnćt the line kept 
up with storage technology?  Was it that consumers found the 
iPod Touch and the iPhone much better for their lifestyles?  I 
didnćt.  I didnćt want to fill up my phonećs memory with music 
(and my poor iPhone only has 8GB of that) at the expense of 
space for photos and applications, not to mention sacrificing the 
battery life.  My iPod is a Walkman replacement.  It lives in my 
pocket or on a belt clip or armband or on the dash of the car.  I 
need to be able to operate it without looking at it.  I cannot do 
that with the iPhone or Touch.  The iPod performed so well at its 
job that no company could compete with the product so no one 
else has made a high capacity MP3 player for years.  As a result 
of changing its product line and focus, Apple has been able to 
alter how you access data and how you pay for it.  
 
During the past five years, iPods got smarter, flashier, performed 
more tasks, went cellular and wifi.  People began accessing more 
information through 3G/4G and wifi hotspots and found they 
needed less actual storage space on their devices.  Apple pro-
vided iCloud and many other companies offer similar products, 
getting users to store all their data online, turning their phones 
and tablets and whatnot into de facto dummy terminals.  At the 
same time, music streaming picked up with sites like Rhapsody, 
Spotify and Pandora.  Music listeners no longer had to ĉownĊ an 
MP3 on their device.  They could stream anything they wanted 
for the princely sum of free to a low subscription rate per month.  
Even though youćve probably bought your fair share of CDćs and 
MP3ćs over the years, Apple and Big Tech has figured out how to 
get you to pay again for something youćve owned for years and 
have probably repurchased many times.   
 
Personally, I do not use the cloud for file storage.  I do not use 
music streaming sites.  I drive all over Texas and Ićd spend thou-
sands a month streaming Pandora just in data fees, and thatćs if 
Ićm lucky enough to have cell coverage.  Ićm also a music nerd 
whose iPod contains music that isnćt on the streaming services.  I 
am a luddite who prefers the idea of owning a movie, book, or 
album.  I still buy DVDćs.  I still buy vinyl and even CD.  I still buy 
books.  I do have lossy copies of those items too but for the most 
part I have hard copies to back them up.  It is not hard to see that 
our marketplace is largely gearing up to replace hard copies with 
computer files available at a subscription basis, moving the onus 
of an owner society to that of a renter society.  Ićm not entirely 
comfortable with that idea.  Maybe Ićm just old and want people 
to get off my lawn, but I am lamenting the death of the iPod as it 
is more than just the passing of a device that was as much a 
fashion and status symbol as it was a device for playing back 
music.  I hope something comes along to cater to my needs.  
Otherwise Ićll be hoarding hard drives and old iPods for parts.ą
KELLY MINNIS 


