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Speedways to
driveways

Last month the local news reported that the owners of Texas
World Speedway, located at the gateway of south College Station
and north Millican, will be demolished in favor of building a
1400+ new home development complete with its own elementary
school, walking trails, multiple recreational facilities and its own
municipal utility district (serviced by the City of College Station).
There was quite a bit of handwringing from anti -growth citizens,
those who themselves use or know others that use TWS for auto
UDFLQJ DQG WKH TXLHWHU PDMRULW\ ZKR
| register myself as one who is somewhat concerned but not
outright opposed either.

2YHU WKH SDVW \HDU ,EYH GHYRWHG PDQ\
the amazing amount of development College Station has under-

gone in recent years. The amount of new construction in these

two cities is astonishing. This latest development would be no

larger than, say, the buildout for Castlegate or perhaps Indian
Lakes/Nantucket, but this is a pretty big splash in the pool. And it

is announced at a time when construction has begun in earnest

RQ WKH E$JIJLH +LJKZD\Ii WKH H[WHQVLRQ
northwest to Magnolia, emptying out onto SH 105 eight miles

east of Navasota. This highway will shave a good 20 to 30 min-

utes for a trip between Aggieland and Bush International Airport.

While the highway will be tolled, it would connect Houston and
%U\DQ &ROOHJH 6WDWLRQ LQ D ZD\ WKDW |
and US 290 are multiple lines between the two. This direct route

runs the risk of turning south College Station into a Cypress or
Spring, a bedroom community for Houston.

Heck, that has already begun. In my suburb of Creek Meadows
(located behind Hullabaloos on Wellborn Rd.) a good portion of

my neighbors commute every day to Houston. Good jobs and
higher pay draws the workers, but the allure of small town con-
venience, good schools, lower crime and an altogether more
family -oriented lifestyle pulls folks towards living here. Couple

that with the number of retiring Baby Boomer former students

coming home to Aggieland and the continued growth of Texas

A&M and other industry around here...this is a recipe for an even

larger glut of new development around Brazos County. Even with

the cost of paying a daily toll...I imagine south College Station

and Navasota will look REALLY attractive to 717 cash chuckers. It
ZLOO EH HYHU\ PXQLFLSDOLW\EV FKDOOHQ
RXW -XVW EHFDXVH % &6 LV UDSLGO\ EHF
mean that we have to just give it out to all interested parties,

even if all the attention is very seductive.

Bryan, College Station and Navasota have an opportunity here to

work together as a planning district to make sure that the area

grows in the right way, and not just the most lucrative way.

Bryan wants to be College Station? Then plan some great com-
munities, work on your schools and work more closely with local
business to foster entrepreneurship and make Bryan, you know,

kind of funky in a way that celebrates its multi -socioeconomic
influences. Make the rest of Bryan more like downtown Bryan.
College Station, you want to desperately be known not as just
EDLQEW WKDW ZKHUH $ 0 LV"I-uselkceh@uBiy D Q
that is just as attractive to students as it is to families and import

D OLWWOH RI %U\DQEV IXQNLQHVV $QG 1D
DQG GRQEW IXFN XS EHFDXVH \RX KDYH Wk
'RQEW OHW %U\DQ DQG &ROOHJH 6WDWLRQ
land rights, school rights or any of that garbage. It is imperative

that these three municipalities do some smart planning now to

make sure the transition towards a booming economy for the tri -
FLW\ DUHD LV FRQGXFWHG LQ D ZD\ WKDW
DOVR GRHVQEW SURPRWH LWGCWARLWMMVGUH D
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