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Bad Month For Vaginas  
I am not surprised that upon a second time 
through the special session mill that Texas 
Republicans were able to squeeze through 
House Bill 2, a ban on all abortions after the 

20-week mark as well as a requirement that all abortion 
providers have surgical privileges at local hospitals.  The 
first portion of the bill bugs me somewhat but the average 
aborted pregnancy is usually performed well below that 20 
week point (though what happens in the case of potentially 
deadly birth defects?  Tough titty said the kitty).  It is the 
second half of that legislation that bugs me the most, as it 
�L�V�� �P�R�U�H�� �K�D�U�P�I�X�O�� �W�R�� �D�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�·�V�� �D�F�F�H�V�V�� �W�R�� �D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�Q�� �W�K�H��
first half.  It is so harmful that it will close all but a handful 
�R�I���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�W�D�W�H�������,�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���%�U�\�D�Q���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q�·�V��
Planned Parenthood.   

On August 1st, Planned Parenthood will close its location on 
E. 29th St. in Bryan.  Similar centers in Huntsville and Lufkin 
will also close down.  According to Planned Parenthood:  
 �´�,�Q�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�� �\�H�D�U�V���� �7�H�[�D�V�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�G��
 an increasingly hostile environment for provid -
 ers of reproductive health care in underserved 
 communities.  In addition to losing reliable 
 access to prevention services, women will also 
 lose access to safe abortion services in Brazos 
 County, due to the recent passage of politicized 
 healthcare restrictions in Texas House Bill 2.  
 Women who have made the complex, deeply 
 personal decision to end a pregnancy have 
 relied on Planned Parenthood Center for Choice 
 in Bryan, a separate, nonprofit healthcare pro
 vider.  While we believe the excessive and medi
 cally unnecessary requirements imposed on 
 clinics providing early abortion are unconstitu
 tional, we have made the difficult and practical 
 decision to close Planned Parenthood Center for 
 Choice in Bryan at this time rather than face the 
 prospect of having to do so in the foreseeable 
 �I�X�W�X�U�H���µ 

Separate yourself from the abortion argument for a mo-
�P�H�Q�W���� �� �3�O�D�Q�Q�H�G�� �3�D�U�H�Q�W�K�R�R�G�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�·�V�� �K�H�D�O�W�K�� �F�D�U�H��
for poor and lower income women in Brazos County.  Many 
of my friends, colleagues, and even bandmates have benefit-
�W�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �3�O�D�Q�Q�H�G�� �3�D�U�H�Q�W�K�R�R�G�·�V�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���� �� �,�7�� �,�6�� �1�2�7��
JUST AN ABORTION PROVIDER.  Ask anyone who has had to 
use the local government -run clinic for women and they will 
�W�H�O�O�� �\�R�X�� �W�K�D�W�� �3�O�D�Q�Q�H�G�� �3�D�U�H�Q�W�K�R�R�G�� �L�V�� �P�R�U�H�� �H�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W���� �G�R�H�V�Q�·�W��
require months of waiting to be seen and is generally a 
much more comfortable environment.  This is what most 
less-government Republicans usually want, non -profits and 
private citizens to step in to meet a charitable need rather 
than depend on government to do it, since government will 
always do it poorly and waste more money and resources 
�W�K�D�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H�� �V�H�F�W�R�U���� �� �,�W�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�Q�·�W�� �P�D�W�W�H�U�� �W�K�D�W�� �R�X�U��
Planned Parenthood provides abortions or not, as the last 
time I checked access to abortion procedures was made 
legal by the United States Supreme Court before I was born.  
Planned Parenthood provided birth control, true, but it also 
offered pap smears, OB -GYN services, mammograms and 
�R�W�K�H�U�� �Z�R�P�H�Q�·�V�� �U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�H�� �K�H�D�O�W�K�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �X�Q�L�Q��
sured.  Sure, locals seeking an abortion will now have to 
�G�U�L�Y�H�� �W�R�� �+�R�X�V�W�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �F�O�R�V�H�V�W�� �F�O�L�Q�L�F���� �E�X�W�� �L�W�·�V�� �W�K�H�� �O�R�V�V�� �R�I��
the other services to this area that will be more keenly felt.
�³ KELLY MINNIS 


